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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

CLASS: IX- DEMOCRATIC POLITICS 
CHAPTER: 1 DEMOCRACY IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

  

 

SUMMARY: 
This text book and this chapter are all about ‘democracy’. Democracy has expanded during the last 
hundred years to more and more countries in the world. More than half of the independent 
countries in the world today are democracies. The expansion of democracy has not been smooth and 
straight. It has seen several ups and downs in different countries. This chapter explains different 
stories on the making and unmaking of democracy from different parts of the world. These stories 
are meant to give a sense of what it means to experience democracy and its absence. 
The Chapter starts with an incident that took place in the Latin American country of Chile- ‘A military 
coup of 11th September 1973’. Its effects on democracy, followed by the story of ‘Poland and its 
leader Lech Walesa’. 
It also tells us about the role played by great leaders like Michelle Bachelet and Aung San Suu Kyi in 
the making of democracy. 
The final question we analyse in relation to democracy - ‘Is International Organisations like UN 
democratic?’ 

 

Note: Write the answers q.nos:8, 9, 17,18,19 , 22 , 26 & 28 in your note book 

 

 

1 SALVADOR ALLENDE: 
Profile: 
The founder leader of the Socialist Party of Chile and led the Popular Unity coalition to 
victory in the Presidential election in 1970. 
Killed on 11September 1973 by Augusto Pinochet, the Army General who led a military 
coup in Chile. 
Reforms:     
Reform of educational system 
Free milk for children and redistribution of lands to the landless farmers 
Significance:     
Allende opposed the foreign Multi National Companies for taking away the natural 
resources like copper from the country. 
His Last Words: 
“Long live Chile! Long live the people! Long live the workers! – I have certainty that, at 
the least, I will be a moral lesson to castigate felony, cowardice, and treason.”         
(Either 1,3 or 5 Marks)                             

1,3 & 
4 

2 GENERAL AUGUSTO PINOCHET: 
Augusto Pinochet was the Army General who led a military coup in Chile on 
11September 1973 and over threw the democratically elected government of Allende 
through conspiracy and violence. 

1 

3 Military Coup: 
Military coup is the sudden over throw of a government illegally by military. It may or 
may not be violent in nature. 

1 

WORKSHEET NO: 4 
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4 Michelle Bachelet and her father Alberto 
ALBERTO BACHELET: 
His role in the political history of Chile: 
Alberto Bachelet a Chilean Air Force General was killed by Pinochet because he refused 
to join the military coup led by Augusto Pinochet. 
General Bachelet’s wife and daughter Michelle were put in prison and tortured by 
Pinochet.     (11/2+11/2) 

3 

5 MICHELLE BACHELET:                               Her Vision and Dedication: 

Michelle was the victim of hatred, she had dedicated her life to reverse that hatred and 
turn it into understanding, tolerance & love. 

Profile: 

1. Michelle Bachelet, daughter of General Alberto Bachelet. 
2. Elected President of Chile in January 2006.  
3. A medical doctor and a moderate socialist. 
4. Michelle became the first woman to be a Defense Minister in Latin America. 

1,3 & 
4 

6 Evaluate the demerits of Communist government of Poland in 1980s.  
(OR) 

Mention any two factors which made Poland a non-democratic country in 1980s. 
Ans: 
Only Communist Party was allowed to function. The people could not freely choose the 
leaders of the communist party or the government.  
Those who spoke against the leaders or the party or the government were put in prison. 
There had no freedom of speech, to organize or to form trade unions or associations. 

3 

7 LECH WALESA: 
Profile and Achievements: 
Lech Walesa and workers together signed a 21-point agreement with the government 
that ended their strike. 
The government agreed to recognize the workers’ right to form independent trade 
unions and their right to strike. Accordingly a new trade union called ‘Solidarity’ was 
formed. 
In October 1990, Poland’s first presidential elections took place. 
More than one party contested.  
Walesa was elected as the President of Poland. 

4 

8 Mention two features of Democracy and two features of Non-Democracy 
(OR) 

Differentiate between Democracy and Non-Democracy. (11/2+11/2) 
(REF: TB-Pg: No- 7 for answer. Write the answer in your class note book) 

3 

9 Point out the three important features in the expansion of democracy in Twentieth 
Century. (REF: TB-Page No.10 – Write the answer in your class note book) 

4 

10 Describe the growth of democracy in Britain after 17th century. 
Ans: 
In Britain, the progress towards democracy started much before the French Revolution. 
But the progress was very slow. 
Through the eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries, series of political events reduced 
the power of monarchy and feudal lords.  
The right to vote was granted to more and more people. 

3 

11 Mention the main features of 19th century democracy in the world. 
Ans: 
In the nineteenth century struggles for democracy often centered on political equality, 
freedom and justice. 

4 
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 One major demand was the right for every adult citizen to vote.  
Many European countries that were becoming more democratic did not initially allow 
all people to vote.  
In some countries only people owning property had the right to vote.  
Women did not have the right to vote. 

12 UNIVERSAL ADULT FRANCHISE:  
First country in the world to grant Universal Adult Franchise- New Zealand (1893)- 
Universal Adult Franchise in USA in 1965  
Universal Adult Franchise in INDIA in 1950 

1 
Mark 
each 

13 A BRIEF NOTE ON GHANA AND THE SPREAD OF DEMOCRACY AFTER THE END OF 
COLONIALISM: 
Original Name: Ghana used to be a British colony named Gold Coast.  
Independence: It became independent in 1957 
Importance: It inspired other African countries to struggle for freedom. 
President: Kwame Nkrumah was the first President of Ghana. (Pronounced Enkruma) 
Present Condition of Democracy: “Democracy in Ghana could not remain long”. 
Reasons: 
After independence, Nkrumah became the first prime minister and then the president 
of Ghana.  He got himself elected president for life which was against democratic 
principles. 
Soon after, in 1966, he was overthrown by the military. So democracy could not remain 
in Ghana for long time. 

1,3 & 
4 

14 Examine any three causes of the expansion of democracy after Second World War 
(1945). 
Ans:  
Decolonisation:- After Second World War, The European countries withdrew from Aisa, 
Africa and South America. Most of the newly independent countries of these continents 
chose to become democracies.  
End of Communist Rule:-Poland, East Germany and several other Communist Parties 
ruled countries became free from the control of the Soviet Union during 1989-90. They 
chose to become democracies. 
Disintegration of Soviet Union (USSR):- The Soviet Union comprised 15 Republics. All 
the constituent Republics emerged as independent democratic countries.     (1+1+1=3) 

3 

15 Point out the political changes that took place in 1990 in the sub- continent of the 
Indian sub continent. (11/2+11/2) 
Ans: 
Pakistan and Bangladesh made a transition from army rule to democracy in 
1990s.Recently in Nepal the king gave up many of his powers to become a 
constitutional monarch to be guided by elected leaders. 
However, these changes were not permanent. In 1999 General Musharraf brought back 
army rule in Pakistan. In 2005 the new king of Nepal dismissed the elected government 
and took back political freedoms that people had won in the previous decade. In 
Bangladesh Military captured power in early 2008.  
NOTE: Pakistan Bangladesh and Nepal became democracies again in 2008 

3 

16 

 
Who is Aung San Suu Kyi? 

3 
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Ans: 
Aung San Suu Kyi is the leader of the National League for Democracy. She has been 
under house arrest for more than 20 years by the military ruled government in 
Myanmar. 
Despite being under house arrest, she continued to campaign for democracy. She has 
been awarded Nobel Peace Prize 

17 Prepare a profile of Aung San Suu Kyi and stick pictures in your note book. 
(REF: TB-Page No.13 and Wikipedia – Write the answer in your class note book) 

4 

  GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans to 
developing countries for capital programmes. The World Bank’s official goal is the 
reduction of poverty. By law, all of its decisions must be guided by a commitment to 
promote foreign investment, international trade and facilitate capital investment. 
The World Bank differs from the World Bank Group, in that the World Bank comprises 
only two institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) and the International Development Association (IDA), whereas the latter 
incorporates these two in addition to three more: International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), and International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). 

 

18 Describe the functions of the IMF. How many members are there? What is the voting 
system existing in IMF? Why it is not considered democratic? 
Ans: 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) gives loans to the governments. Before lending 
they ask the concerned government to show all its accounts and direct it to make 
changes in its economic policy. 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is one of the biggest moneylenders for any country 
in the world. Its 173 member states do not have equal voting rights. 
The vote of each country is weighed by how much money it has contributed to the IMF. 
Nearly half of the voting power in the IMF is in the hands of only seven countries (US, 
Japan, France, UK, Saudi Arabia, China and Russia).  
The remaining 166 countries have very little say in how these international 
organizations take decisions. 

4 

19 Describe the functions of the following organs of the UNO. 
1. General Assembly 
2. Security Council 

(REF: TB-Page No.15 and write the answer in the Class work book) 

 

20 Veto power according to UN: 
Permanent Five members of UN have Veto Power. It means that’s Security Council can’t 
take a decision if any permanent member say ‘No’ to that decision. The five permanent 
countries in the Security Council are USA, UK, France, Russia and China. 

1 

21 Define the term “Veto”. 
The right of a person, party or nation to stop a certain decision or law. The word comes 
from Latin, which means ‘I forbid’. A veto gives unlimited power to stop a decision, but 
not to adopt one. 

1 

  GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an organization of 187 countries, working to 
foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international 
trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce 
poverty around the world. The organization’s stated objectives are to promote 
international economic cooperation, international trade, employment, and exchange 
rate stability, including by making resources available to member countries to meet 
balance of payments needs. Its headquarters are in Washington, D.C.. 
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The IMF was conceived on July 22, 1944 originally with 45 members and came into 
existence on December 27, 1945 when 29 countries signed the agreement, with a goal 
to stabilize exchange rates and assist the reconstruction of the world’s international 
payment system. Countries contributed to a pool which could be borrowed from, on a 
temporary basis, by countries with payment imbalances. The IMF works to improve the 
economies of its member countries. The IMF describes itself as “an organization of 187 
countries (as of July 2010), working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure 
financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and 
sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty.” 

22 Following are the CCE questions of SA-I. Write the answers of all these questions in 
your class work book. 
Write a short note on the Military Rule in Myanmar. (CCE-2010, 3 marks) 
Write features of General Jaruzelski Government of Poland.  ( CCE-2010, 3 marks)    
Who was Kwama Nkrumah? Write two his achievements. (CCE-2011, 3 marks) 
“Democracy has expanded throughout the 20th Century”. Explain with examples. (CCE-
2011, 3 marks) 

 

23 Why did General Jaruzeleski impose martial law in Poland? 
 (CCE September-2013) (1 Mark) 

1 

24 Point out any one non-democratic feature. (CCE September-2013) (1 Mark) 1 

25 “Because I was the victim of hatred, I have dedicated my life to reverse that hatred and 
turn it into understanding, tolerance and — why not say it — into love.”  This is the 
speech given by Michelle Bachelet after her victory. Identify 3 values which she 
supported and stood for. 
(CCE September-2013 & 2014) (1 & 3 Marks) 

3 

26 Who was Michelle Bachelet? Which values did she talk about in her victory speech? 
(CCE September- 2014) (3 Marks) 

3 

27 ‘A government elected by the people was overthrown by the military through 
conspiracy and violence’. 
Identify the country where this incident took place. (1) 
How was the democratic government overthrown? (2) 
(CCE September- 2014) (5 Marks) 

3 

28 How is the President of World Bank nominated?  
Ans: 
The President of the World Bank has always been a citizen of the US, conventionally 
nominated by the Treasury Secretary (Finance Minister) of the US government. 

1 

29 When did General Jarizelski impose the martial law in Poland? (CCE September-2015) 1 

30 Examine the role played y USSR in Poland? (CCE September-2015) 3 

31 State the demands of Polish workers under the leadership of Lech Walesa.  
(CCE September-2016) 

3 

 
 
 

========================================= 


